THE SKIN AS AN INDICATOR.
To many persons disease of any kind is a profound mystery, and treatment is still more incomprehensible. The great advantage which the skin possesses when diseased is that the process can be seen by the patient as well as by the doctor, and that the result of treatment can also be witnessed. Not long ago, apatient who had a profusely discharging eczema, extending from the knee to the heel, was treated in a variety of ways without any good result. Week after week went by, and the leg showed no sign of general improvement whatever. At last an experienced doctor took the case in hand, and in a few days a marked change was evident. In a fortnight the worst symptoms had disappeared. In four or five weeks the case was quite well. The patient herself, and all her friends, as well as the doctor, were happy, because they could see the steady progress of the case from day to day. "Surely," says an eminent surgeon, "it cannot need much thought to perceive that the skin, inasmuch as it is exposed to view, affords the best opportunities for the inspection of pathological processes. The kinds of morbid action which it displays are almost infinitely varied, and they occur with a richness of combination that has not its parallel in any other organ. Diseases of the skin are invaluable, as helping us to the comprehension of pathological laws. 
